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the claims: 
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pages 
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, filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
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pages 

pages 



(See Attached) 



as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



X 



the sequence ' listing part of the 
^ageBip tion: (See Attached) 

pages 
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filed with the letter of 
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I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/ 
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* Replacement sheets which have beenjumished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are r^erred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 A 6 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive Step (IS) 



Claims 1-12 



Claims NONE 



Claims NONE 



Claims 1-12 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Industrial Applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



NONE 



YES 
NO 



citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-6, 8 and 12 remain lacking an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Logan et al 
(US Patent No. 5,721,827) in view of Wachob (US Patent No. 5,155,591). 

Claims 7 and 9-11 remain lacking an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Logan et al 
and Wachob as applied above and further in view of Bushnell (US Patent No. 4,071,697). 

Applicant's representative has amended independent claim 1 to recite "an advertiser manually selecting an 
individual prospect and an individual" and argues that the references taken alone or in combination teach an automated 
system for matching advertisements to many prospect profiles and are different from claim 1 as amended. 

In response, the steps of selecting an individual prospect and an individual commercial are clearly taught by the 
references taken alone and/or in combination. Doing so manually would have also been obvious to the skilled artisan 
whenever there is a system failure in the systems of Logan and/or Wachob so that business operations would continue. 
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Vn. Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 

The description is objected to as containing the following defect(s) under PCT Rule 66.2(a)(iii) in the form or contents thereof: 
On page 3, lines 9 and 28. on page 4, line 7, and on page 5, lines 6 and 29, references to the concurrently filed applications 
are missing. The Examiner suggests applicant supplies the missing reference numbers. 
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I. BASIS OF REPORT: 

This report has been drawn on the basis of the description, 

page(s) 1-7, as originally filed. 

page(s) NONE, filed with the demand. 

and additional amendments: 

NONE 

This report has been drawn on the basis of the claims, 

page(s) NONE, as originally filed. 

page(s) NONE, as amended under Article 19. 

page(s) NONE, filed with the demand. 

and additional amendments: 

Pages 8-9. filed with the letter of 20 MARCH 2001. 



This report has been drawn on the basis of the drawings, 

page(s) 1, as originally filed. 

page(s) NONE, filed with the demand. 

and additional amendments: 

NONE 

This report has been drawn on the basis of the sequence listing part of the description: 
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and additional amendments: 

NONE 
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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method of virtual prospecting, comprising: 
the advertiser narrowly making a selection of a prospect and sucommercial, and 

identifying the selection to a third party; 
the third party electronically communicating the commercyal to the prospect; 
the prospect making a response to the commercial; 
the third party tracking the response; and 

the third party reporting back to the advertiser with information relating to the 
response to the advertiser. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of narr^ly selecting a prospect comprises 
the advertiser selecting the prospect from a prospect list. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of narrowly selecting includes the advertiser 

selecting the commercial from a list of available commercials. 

// 



4 The method of claim 1 wherein the commercial is an executable file. 

/ 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the commercial includes an identification code. 



6. The method of claim 1 wherein the commercial is communicated to the prospect as an 
attachment to an e-mail. / 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the commercial includes a hyperlink to a web site. 



8. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of tracking includes determining whether a 
commercial is opened. ^ 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of tracking includes initiating a substantially 
synchronous link between the prospect and the agent. 



10. The method of claim 9 wherein the substantially synchronous link comprises a 
telephone call. / 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein the substantially synchronous link comprises a chat 
site. 

8 
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The method of claim 1 wherein the step of reporting b^ck includes providing the 
advertiser with a sorting of prospects by action. 
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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1. 



A method of virtual prospecting, comprising: 



an advertiser narrowly making a selection of a prospect and a commercial, and 

identifying the selection to a third party; 
the third party electronically communicating the commercial to the prospect; 
the prospect making a response to the commercial; 
the third party tracking the response; and 

the third party reporting back to the advertiser with information relating to the 
response to the advertiser. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of narrowly selecting a prospect comprises 
the advertiser selecting the prospect from a prospect list. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of narrowly selecting includes the advertiser 
selecting the commercial from a list of available commercials. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the commercial is an executable file. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the commercial includes an identification code. 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the commercial is communicated to the prospect as 
an attachment to an e-mail. 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the commercial includes a hyperlink to a web site. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of tracking includes determining whether a 
commercial is opened. 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of tracking includes initiating a substantially 
synchronous link between the prospect and the agent. 

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the substantially synchronous link comprises a 
telephone call. 

1 1. The method of claim 9 wherein the substantially synchronous link comprises a chat 
site. 

12. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of reporting back includes providing the 
advertiser with a sorting of prospects by action. 
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3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 



\ AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the Interriational Bureau on 09 March 2000 (09.03.00) ; 
original claims 1 and 1 1 amended ; remaining claims unchanged (1 page)] 



A method of virtual prospecting, comprising: 

an advertiser narrowly making a selection of a prospect and a commercial, and 

w 

identifying the selection to a third party; 
the third party electronically communicating the commercial to the prospect; 
the prospect making a response to the commercial; 
the third party tracking the response; and 

the third party reporting back to me advertiser with information relating to the 

response to the advertiser. 
The method of claim 1 wherein the. step of narrowly selecting a prospect comprises 
the advertiser selecting the prospect from a prospect list. 

The method of claim 1 wherein the step of narrowly selecting includes the advertiser 
selecting the commercial from a list of Mailable commercials. 



The method of claim 1 wherein the co: 
The method of claim 1 wherein the co: 
The method of claim I wherein the co 
an attachment to an e-mail. 
The method of claim 1 wherein the co 



lercial is an executable file. 

lercial includes an identification code. 

lercial is communicated to the prospect as 



ercial includes a hyperlink to a web site. 
The method of claim I wherein the step (\f tracking includes determining whether a 
conunercial is opened. 
The method of claim I wherein the step ofVtracking includes initiating a substantially 
synchronous link between the prospect and the agent. 

The method of claim 9 wherein the substant^lly synchronous link comprises a 
telephone call. 

The method of claim 9 wherein the substantially synchronous link comprises a chat 
site. 

The method of claim 1 wherein the step of repoVting back includes providing the 
advertiser with a sorting of prospects by action. 
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(57) Abstract: Methods and systems of virtual prospecting are provided in which an advertiser (10) narrowly selects prospects from 
a prospect list (22) and commercials from a conmiercial list (24), identifies them to a third party (30) and the third party communicates 
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